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flourished  with  the rapidity  and rankness of tropical
vegetation.    If one power can spring such a mine upon
us without either war or the remotest threat of war, we
can easily imagine the condition we should be in were
all the powers to be  actuated  by  unfriendly feelings
at one and the same time.    The more close the inter-
course  between  civilized   states, and the greater their
commerce,  the  easier it is for one to  wound  another
without resort to hostilities.    In 1854 at the outbreak of
the   Crimean  war  the  fear  that  neutral nations, and
especially the United States, would if their trade was
interfered  with  by our cruisers, stretch every rule of
International Law against us, caused our government
to declare  its   intention, in   conjunction with  that  of
France, to act during the struggle upon the principles
afterwards embodied in the  Declaration  of Paris.    It
would be supremely unwise to revoke now the concession
which  it was wise to grant then.    We can ill afford
to call into existence by our own acts great international
leagues against us like the Armed   Neutralities  of a
hundred years ago.   In a good cause we might venture to
provoke the hostility of. the world; but to do so in order
to put back the progress of civilization, and increase the
destructiveness of warfare, would indeed be a suicidal
policy.    Public  opinion   outside   England   is  strongly
in favour of going forward  instead  of backward.    If
we   choose   to   defy  it,  we  should  at  least  be  sure
that by doing so we shall secure the advantages we
desire.

Now it is tolerably clear that we can have no such
assurance. The common idea is that in the last great
war with France our commerce was ^perfectly secure.
No doubt it suffered little comparatively, so little that a